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W R I T I N G  A  Q U E R Y  L E T T E R  I S

A L L  A B O U T  M A K I N G  A

S T R O N G  F I R S T  I M P R E S S I O N .

G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D
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I S  Y O U R  M A N U S C R I P T  R E A D Y  F O R  Q U E R Y I N G ?

H A V E  Y O U  A S K E D  E X P E R I E N C E D  B E T A  R E A D E R S  A N D

O T H E R  W R I T E R S  T O  R E V I E W  T H E  B O O K ?

H A S  T H E  B O O K  B E E N  T H R O U G H  A T  L E A S T  O N E

M A J O R  R E - W R I T E ?

IS  THERE A  HOOK IN  THE F IRST  TEN PAGES? IS  I T  CLEAR

WHY THE BOOK STARTS WHERE I T  DOES?

DO YOU HAVE A STRONG L IST  OF COMPARAT IVE T I TLES?

DO YOU KNOW THE IDEAL  AGE MARKET  AND

DEMOGRAPHICS BREAKDOWN OF YOUR AUDIENCE?

HAVE YOU BEGUN RESEARCHING AGENTS WHO

REPRESENT  S IMILAR T I TLES TO YOURS?

ARE YOU READING WIDELY AND REGULARLY?

ARE YOU READING MORE THAN YOU'RE  WR IT ING?

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  Y O U R S E L F
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A R E  T H E R E  T O O  M A N Y  - L Y  W O R D S ?

D O  Y O U  S E E  A N Y  P R E P O S I T I O N A L  P H R A S E

P I L E U P S ?

D O  Y O U  U S E  T H E  W O R D  " I T " ?

A R E  T H E R E  A N Y  D A N G L I N G  M O D I F I E R S ?

C A N  Y O U  T U R N  A  G E R U N D  I N T O  A  S T R O N G E R

V E R B ?

A R E  T H E R E  A N Y  A V O I D A B L E  I N S T A N C E S  O F  T H E

P A S S I V E  V O I C E ?

L I N E  E D I T I N G  C H E C K L I S T
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D E A R  A G E N T ,

I  A M  S E E K I N G  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  F O R  M Y  D E B U T

N O V E L  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,  C O M P L E T E  A T  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

W O R D S .

[ L O G L I N E ]

[ S U M M A R Y ]

[ C O M P  T I T L E S ]

[ A U T H O R  B I O  &  P U B L I C A T I O N S  H E R E ]

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  T I M E  A N D

C O N S I D E R A T I O N .

S I N C E R E L Y ,

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Q U E R Y  L E T T E R  F O R M A T

hot tip: keep it short and sweet. do not mention
any pre-reviews or raving reader comments. do
not tell them how to interpret the manuscript.

give the pitch and then be done.
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L E T ' S  D I S C U S S  C O M P  T I T L E S

A  C O M P A R A T I V E  T I T L E  I S  A  W A Y  O F  S I T U A T I N G

Y O U R  B O O K  I N  T H E  L I T E R A R Y  M A R K E T P L A C E .  Y O U

N E E D  T O  S H O W  T H A T  R E A D E R S  A R E  I N T E R E S T E D

I N  T H E  T Y P E  O F  W O R K  Y O U  D O .  C O M P  T I T L E S

S H O U L D  B E  B O O K S  P U B L I S H E D  I N  T H E  L A S T  F I V E

Y E A R S .  T H E Y  S H O U L D  B E  S U C C E S S F U L ,  B U T  N O T

A  W O R L D - F A M O U S - B L O C K B U S T E R  H I T .  ( I . E .  D O N ' T

C A L L  Y O U R S E L F  T H E  N E X T  J . K .  R O W L I N G  O R

M A R G A R E T  A T W O O D  P L E A S E . )  I T ' S  M O R E

I M P O R T A N T  T H A T  T H E  C O M P  T I T L E  R E F L E C T S

Y O U R S  I N  T E R M S  O F  S T Y L E ,  S T R U C T U R E ,  G E N R E ,

A N D  V O I C E  T H A N  I N  T E R M S  O F  S P E C I F I C  P L O T

E L E M E N T S  L I K E  S E T T I N G  O R  A R C H E T Y P E S .
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S O  Y O U  H A V E  A  B O O K  &  Q U E R Y

L E T T E R .  N O W  W H A T ?



09

T H E  R E S E A R C H  S T A G E

D O  N O T  R U S H  T H R O U G H  T H I S !  T A K E

Y O U R  T I M E  T O  M A K E  A  S U B M I S S I O N

P L A N .

Y O U  C A N  O N L Y  Q U E R Y  A N  A G E N T

O N C E :  I F  T H E Y  D E C L I N E  T H E

P R O J E C T ,  T H A T ' S  I T !  S O  M A K E  S U R E

Y O U ' R E  R E A D Y .

L O O K  U P  W H O  R E P R E S E N T S

A U T H O R S  O N  Y O U R  C O M P  L I S T .

U S U A L L Y ,  W R I T E R S  T H A N K  T H E I R

A G E N T S  I N  T H E  A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

S E C T I O N  O F  T H E I R  B O O K S .

R E A D  O N L I N E  I N T E R V I E W S  W I T H

A G E N T S .  S E E  W H A T  T H E Y  L I K E  A N D

D I S L I K E  -  W H A T  D O  T H E Y  W A N T  T O

S E E  I N  T H E  S U B M I S S I O N  P I L E ?

M A K E  A  S P R E A D S H E E T  A N D  G R O U P

A G E N T S  I N T O  D I F F E R E N T  R O U N D S

F O R  S U B M I S S I O N .  R O U N D  O N E :

D R E A M  A G E N T S .  R O U N D  T W O :

N E W E R  N A M E S  A T  B I G  A G E N C I E S ,

E T C .
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T H A T  P E R S O N A L

C O N N E C T I O N

R E M E M B E R  O N  T H E

O U T L I N E  W H E R E  I T  S A Y S

" D E A R  A G E N T " ?  T H A T ' S

W H E R E  Y O U  S P E C I F Y  W H Y

Y O U ' R E  Q U E R Y I N G  T H I S

P E R S O N .

D I D  Y O U  M E E T  H E R  A T  A

C O N F E R E N C E ?

D I D  Y O U  R E A D  H I S

I N T E R V I E W  I N  P O E T S  &

W R I T E R S ?

D O  Y O U  L O V E  O N E  O F

T H E  W R I T E R S  O N  T H E I R

C L I E N T  L I S T ?

T E L L  T H E M !

hot tip: check out conference
opportunities like the AWP

Writer to Agent program. that's
how I met my agent!
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E V E R Y  A G E N T  H A S  A  D I F F E R E N T  L I S T  O F  Q U E R Y

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S .  S O M E  R E Q U E S T  O N L Y  A

Q U E R Y  -  O T H E R S  W A N T  T H E  F I R S T  1 0  P A G E S  O R

F I R S T  5  O R  F I R S T  2 0 .  I T  V A R I E S !  A L W A Y S  M A K E

S U R E  Y O U  C H E C K  W H A T  T H E Y  R E Q U E S T .  T H E N ,

M A K E  S U R E  Y O U  H A V E  T H E  M A N U S C R I P T  R E A D Y

T O  G O ,  S H O U L D  T H E Y  R E Q U E S T  T H E  F U L L

B O O K .

P R E P A R E  F O R  N E X T  S T E P S



You've got this!
Believe in your book.

Take the risk & put yourself
out there. 

Be strategic, but also give
yourself grace.

Cultivate a patient spirit.

C I E R A  H O R T O N  M C E L R O Y
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C I E R A  H O R T O N  M C E L R O Y  I S  T H E  A U T H O R  O F

A T O M I C  F A M I L Y ,  A V A I L A B L E  I N  H A R D B A C K ,  E - B O O K ,

O R  A U D I O B O O K  W H E R E V E R  B O O K S  A R E  S O L D .
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E N T E R I N G  T H E  Q U E R Y  T R E N C H E S  C A N  B E  A N

E M O T I O N A L L Y  E X H A U S T I N G  P R O C E S S .  B U T  I T

D O E S N ' T  N E E D  T O  B E !

 

I F  Y O U  W A N T  T O  T A K E  Y O U R  Q U E R Y I N G

P R O C E S S  S E R I O U S L Y ,  Y O U  C A N  J O I N  O U R

C O M M U N I T Y  O F  W R I T E R S  A N D  G E T

P E R S O N A L I Z E D  1  O N  1  C O N S U L T I N G  O N  Y O U R

M A N U S C R I P T ,  Q U E R Y  L E T T E R ,  O R  S U B  L I S T .

 

B O O K  Y O U R  F R E E  D I S C O V E R Y  C A L L  T O D A Y .

D O N ' T  G O  I T  A L O N E

https://www.cloverandbee.net/get-in-touch-2
https://www.cloverandbee.net/get-in-touch-2


WWW . C LOV ERANDB E E . N E T


